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Day 5 Saturday 12 June  

Rawnsley Park to Adelaide via Clare 
Depart Rawnsley for Hawker and Adelaide 
via the Clare Valley. In Hawker you visit 
the well known Jeff Morgan Gallery which 
specializes in expansive painted panoramas 
of the Flinders Ranges and also houses geo-
logical collections, model cars and quirky 
memorabilia for a small fee. Morning tea is 
taken in Hawker before driving the RM 
Williams Highway to Orrorro and on to 
Jamestown and the Clare Valley. Arriving 
in Clare you have free time to stroll the 
main street precinct and have lunch at lei-
sure. You arrive in Adelaide at the WEA 
Centre in the late afternoon. 
Breakfast ǒ Morning Tea 

 

...enriching lives through cultural exchange 

                 08 -  12 June 2027 

 Kati Thanda - Lake  Eyre 
       & the Flinders Ranges 



 

5 Days $5,590 Twin Share 

Single Supplement $480 
Balance Due ǒ Tuesday 06 April 2027 

 

Arid Lands Botanic Garden ● Quorn ● Aroona Dam ● Leigh Creek ● Maree 

 Scenic Lake Eyre extended flight ● Farina ● Prairie Hotel Parachilna  

 Rawnsley Park ● Flinders Ranges Ikara National Park ● Wilpena Homestead  

Blinman ● Stokes Hill Lookout ● Hawker ● Orroroo ● Clare 

Day 1 Tuesday 08 June 

Adelaide to Quorn                               
Depart Adelaide this morning by coach to 
Port Augusta with morning tea in Redhill 
and comfort stops en route. A guided walk 
at the acclaimed Arid Lands Botanic Gar-
den and lunch is arranged for you on arri-
val. After lunch you drive the scenic Pichi 
Richi Pass to picturesque Quorn in the 
southern Flinders. An authentic heritage 
town Quorn was once a thriving railway 
hub on the east-west transcontinental corri-
dor to Kalgoorlie and Perth and on the 
Adelaide to Oodnadatta, and later Alice 
Springs lines. The town expanded further 
when the Peterborough to Broken Hill line 
was connected to Sydney in 1927. The last 
trains passed through in the 1980s as 
freight moved to the roads. Today it is the 

terminus of the much loved Pichi Richi 
steam locomotive and for its wonderful 
heritage-listed buildings which have pro-
vided an ideal filming location for several 
Australian classics including Gallipoli, 
The Shiralee, Wolf Creek, The Sundown-
ers, The Lighthorsemen and The Last 
Ride. You might like to stroll along Rail-
way Terrace to see the charming Dutch 
gabled railway station built in 1916, the 
old flour mill built in 1878, and some of 
the historic properties displaying interpre-
tive signage. Your accommodation is the  
Northern Lodge and dinner is at the Great 
Northern Emporium. After dark the grain 
silos adjacent to the railway station dis-
play a nightly film showcasing Quornôs 
history and unique surrounds.           
Morning Tea ǒ Lunch ǒ Dinner     
Overnight Quorn 

A 
 superb way to enjoy the wonders of South Australiaôs outback and the magnifi-
cent phenomenon of Kati Thanda - Lake Eyre in comfort and in reliable hands. 

It is something magical to witness such a vast quantity of water in the middle of 
the desert and to contemplate the thousands of kilometres it has travelled to get there, 

attracting prolific bird and wild life in its wake. The outback springs to life and the op-
portunity is not to missed. Travel is by coach and highlights include an extended scenic 

flight over the breathtaking Lake Eyre basin, historic Maree and Farina and the beauti-
ful Flinders Ranges. Accommodation includes unique Rawnsley Park Station on the 
edge of Wilpena Pound and Ikara National Park. An adventure to look forward to. 

Tour Host & Leader: Kim Pierce  
Kim and her husband David are specialist niche tour operators who know and love 
South Australia and the outback. Youôll be in experienced hands as they have teamed 
together offering exclusive tours for more than a decade. 

Tour Includes: Full escort; All transport; All accommodation; Meals as per itinerary; 

All sightseeing & entrance fees as per itinerary; Extended Lake Eyre scenic flight; Tour  

notes 

Day 3 Thursday 10 June 

Day 4 Friday 11 June  

Day 2 Wednesday 09 June  

Quorn to Maree 
After breakfast you drive north to pretty 
Aroona Dam, Aruuna Awi in Adnya-
mathanha, for morning tea. This reservoir 
was the water supply for Leigh Creek and is 
now a peaceful outback oasis with lovely 
views and abundant birdlife. Lunch is ar-
ranged at the Leigh Creek Hotel before con-
tinuing along the Outback Way to Maree. 
Maree was originally a staging post for cam-
el trains used to transport freight into the 
outback. The Afghan cameleers or Ghans 
were the first Muslims to settle in Australia 
and camel breeder Abdul Kadir completed 
Australiaôs first mosque here around 1882. 
Between 1870 & 1920 about 4000 cameleers 
and 20,000 camels arrived in Australia and 
in its hey day Maree had two butchers, two 
general stores, a baker, three saddlers, a 
blacksmith, school, railway and police sta-
tions, a hospital, Wesleyan church, wool and 
livestock offices and 600 residents. It is still 
an important service centre for the vast sheep 
and cattle stations and travelers on the Birds-
ville and Oodnadatta Tracks. On arrival you 
check in to the hotel and enjoy dinner .  
Breakfast ǒ Morning Tea ǒ Lunch       
Dinner 
Overnight Maree 

Kati Thanda - Lake Eyre  
The excitement builds as you board your 
12 seat aircraft where every passenger 
has a window seat and fabulous scenic 
views over phenomenal Kati Thanda - 
Lake Eyre. This is Australiaôs largest 
ephemeral lake with Lake Eyre North 144 
kms long and 77 kms wide and Lake Eyre 
South 64 kms long and 24 kms wide, 
totalling 9,690 square kilometres. It is 
truly magical to see water in the middle 
of the desert which has travelled thou-
sands of kilometres to arrive. Wildlife 
and birdlife have also travelled here over 
thousands of kilometres. The name Kati 
Thanda has been used by the indigenous 
Arabana people for thousands of years. 
The first European to see the lake was 
Edward John Eyre in 1840 and its dual 
name was officially recognized by the 
South Australian Government in 2012. 
The flight duration is 2.2 hours and in-
cludes the vast lake, the Maree Man 
which is a giant geoglyph etched in to the 
red earth of an Aboriginal man hunting 
with a boomerang or stick and Coopers 
Creek. Back on land you tour historic 
Maree which includes the Maree Yacht 
Club and the cemetery which reflects the  
unique history of the town. Heading south 
again you stop in the once forgotten town 
of Farina where a group of volunteers 
who appreciate the value in keeping Aus-
traliaôs history alive are preserving the 
township. Projects include repairing the 
police station stonework, building a repli-
ca railway ticket office and firing up Aus-
traliaôs only operating underground 
Scotch oven to bake fresh breads, pies 
and cakes daily from May to July. Farina 
meaning flour in Italian was named by 
settlers in 1870 who attempted to grow   

Wilpena, Parachilna & Blinman 
After breakfast at the Woolshed you enter  
Ikara - Flinders Ranges National Park and 
visit Old Wilpena Station. A working sta-
tion for 135 years it has been a peaceful 
archive of pastoral heritage now since 
1985. It is one of the best preserved histo-
ries of farming settlement in an outback 
setting as many isolated pastoral settle-
ments lie in ruin. The site is also of endur-
ing cultural importance to the Adnya-
mathanha people of the Flinders Ranges. 
You can obtain an interpretive trail map 
from the nearby Wilpena Visitors Centre 
or choose to stroll freely amongst the 
stone buildings. After morning tea you 
take a scenic drive to the charming town-
ship of Blinman which at 615 metres 
above sea level, is the highest surveyed 
town in South Australia. It was settled by 
Cornish miners in the 19th century after a 
local shepherd discovered copper ore here. 
There is a caf® and the historic North 
Blinman Hotel (1869) to choose from for 
lunch at leisure. This afternoon you stop at 
Stokes Hill lookout with its 360 degree 
panoramic views over Wilpena Pound and 
the Flinders Ranges then return to Rawns-
ley to take in your beautiful surroundings 
and enjoy dinner together. 
Breakfast ǒ Morning Tea ǒ Dinner 
Overnight Rawnsley Park 

wheat here. The dream dried up in the 
harsh desert but the oven remained and the 
proceeds go back into funding the projects. 
You might like to purchase some bakery 
goodies before continuing to Rawnsley 
Park via the historic Prarie Hotel famed for 
its feral food menu. Dinner is at Rawnsley 
Parksôs lovely Woolshed Restaurant.  
Breakfast ǒ Dinner 
Overnight Rawnsley Park 


