wonderful Silk Road city is also a

UNESCO World Heritage listed site Khiva , Tashkent . .

with all the charm of an ancient oriental Today you travel to f[he desert’s edge to Today is free for sightseeing and brows-.
city and a medieval town centre. It is a region kn_own _tradmonally as Ellik ing the museums and bazaars at your lei-
noted for its masters of handcrafts, skil- Kala meaning ‘fifty f_ortresses’. I_-lere sure._You then transfer to Tashkent air-
ful wood and stone carvers, metal work-  YOU explore the ancient mud brick for- portin the late afternoon for your evening
ers and jewellers. Khiva’s hand woven tresses of Ayaz Qala and € Tuproq flight to Seoul.

carpets and hand embroidered Qala. The earliest of the Ayaz Qala forts Overnight in flight
‘suzannies’ are renowned world wide. was built on the highest point of a lime- Breakfast Meals in flight

Original items can be purchased directly St cliff allowing the Khorezm forces © Day18 Wednesday03May
from the workshops which line the nar- an uninterrupted view of the horizon as

protection against foreign armies and

row streets of the old town. it in the Arrive Seoul
Overnight Khiva Uzbek nomads. It was built in thé © You arrive in Seoul in the morning and
Breakfast Lunch Dinner AD. Large sections of the fort still re- have day use of a room at an Airport ho-

main intact and it is a wonderful oppor- (o] you can rest and relax there before
and tunnels with your archaeologist tour 5\ arniaht in flight
Khiva is beli gntIn 1g
. ) ) leader. The second is believed to be Meals in fliaht
Khiva was the capital of the ancient built sometime between thd'@nd & 9
Khorezm, from the 18 century on-

desert aridity has helped preserve these

wards. You begin to explore the old forts as unique archaeological treasures. ArTive in Sydney this morning then clear
town known as Ichan-Kala with your Lunch is taken at nomadic yurt camp. customs and ftake a Qantas fllght_ to Ade-
local guide this morning. As you explore Overnight Khiva laide. You arrive home around midday.
the fascinating old citadel, imagine Silk  greakfast Lunch Dinner Meals in flight

Road travellers arriving in this paradise
after weeks in the desert. Visit the spec-
tacular 18 century Kunya-Ark Citadel,
the earliest residences of the Khiva
Khans with its exquisite tiling and work-
manship and fabulous views over Khiva.
You also visit the 18 century Tash-

Hauli Palace and Harem. The palace is
well preserved with ornate gates, majoli-
ca, wood and marble carvings and paint-
ed ceilings. You also visit the Minar

Minaret and the Juma Mosque, the Mau- _

soleum of Pahlavan Mahmud which is

set in a beautiful courtyard, the Islam Khiva to Tashkent _

Khodja Madrassa and the Said Allauddin Depart Khiva this morning for a short
Mausoleum, all beautifully decorated drive to Urgench where you board your
with intricate turquoise tile work. flight to Tashkent. On arrival you are
Overnight Khiva transferred to your hotel and this even-
Breakfast Lunch Dinner ing you celebrate your time on the Great

Silk Road with a farewell dinner.
Overnight Tashkent
Breakfast Lunch Farewell Dinner

223 Angas Street, Adelaide SA 5000
T (08) 8223 1272 F (08) 8232 3690 E tours@wea-sa.com.au
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zbekistan boasts one of the world’s oldest civilsss. Join

WEA Travel on this unique tour of this ancient laaidng

capital and a city of contrasts, Samarkand witR2 j&§0
years of history, Bukhara where the entire old tésvsaid to be a living
museum and the fairy tale city of Khiva. This fare@aute was used by
silk traders as well as thousands of caravans glgther exotic wares
such as spices, gems, carpets and leather atohg,800 km land and
sea routes. The Great Silk Road thus gave riséhtma melting pot of
customs, cultures and religions, all leaving tinedrk along the way.
This is your chance to explore Uzbekistan’'s ancg&ilit Road Cities, its
landscapes and archaeological sites and to mewgiststable people and
share in its most remarkable culture and history.

Tour Leader: Dr Robert Stone is a most experienced archaeolatist
has spent many years living and working on arcluagoédl sites in the
middle east. He has led numerous tours for WEA &lrand is a knowl-
edgeable and thoughtful tour leader.

Tour Includes: Adelaide to Adelaide return flights Fully escorted
sightseeingt All meals as per itinerary All accommodatiort Seoul
Sightseeing tou# Specialist Local Guide$ Pre & Post Tour Meetings
Study notegt All internal flights and train

Adelaide to Sydney Tashkent
Depart Adelaide this afternoon on your
Qantas flight to Sydney where you over-
night at a quality airport hotel.

Overnight in Sydney

Meals in flight

Sydney to Seoul

Depart Sydney with Korean Air this
morning to Seoul. On arrival in Seoul

you are met and transferred to your hotel
to enjoy a hearty buffet dinner and a good

It became a Muslim city in thé"&entury

ghis Khan in the 18century and occu-
pied by Russia in the T%entury. It be-
came the capital of an independent Uz-
bekistan in 1991. The OIld Town is the
focus of your stay in Tashkent and your
touring today. You visit the fine
Kukeldash Madrassa, famed for its tiled

night’s rest.
Overnight in Seoul
Breakfast Meals in flight Dinner

al dress can still be seen. It is said that

Tashkent, the largest city in Uzbekistan,

Tashkent to Samarkand

Take the train to Samarkand today. The
means ‘stone fortress’ and has been a sig-oasis of Samarkand is a UNESCO World
nificant trade route junction for centuries. Heritage site and grand Silk Road city,

founded according to legend more than

and traces of its fine ancient architecture 5,000 years ago by King Aphrasiab. Its
remain despite being ransacked by Gen- documented history dates from 329 BC

when Alexander the Great proclaimed the
city to be ‘more beautiful and majestic
than | could have ever imagined’. On
arrival you are met, have lunch and com-
mence touring this magical gem. You first
visit the Registan in the heart of the old
town, where three magnificent madrassas

domes, the Khasi-Imam complex and the flank the central marketplace. Dating
Chor-Su Bazaar where people in tradition- from the 1%' century these wonderful

structures are adorned with huge arches

over one hundred nationalities inhabit this and fine mosaic panels in stunning hues

ancient city creating a vibrant, diverse
melting pot of cultures. You also visit

Seoul to Tashkent
Enjoy a sightseeing tour of the vibrant

of turquoise, gold and white.
Overnight Samarkand

South Korean Capita' of Seoul this morn- Amir Timur Square and the statue of Amir Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Timurid on horseback, Independence

ing. Sights you visit with your English
Square with its impressive fountains,

speaking guide include the stupendous

Gyeongbok Palace and the National Folk monuments and gardens and have a guid-

Museum. In the afternoon you transfer to €d tour of the Museum of Applied Arts
the airport for your flight to Tashkent

have a welcome dinner.
Overnight Tashkent
Breakfast Dinner

and transferred to your hotel for supper.
Overnight Tashkent

Breakfast Meals in flight Supper

which has wonderful displays of ceramics,
which arrives in the evening. You are met carpets, rugs and jewellery. Tonight you

Samarkand Samarkand

Samarkand has an astonishing collection Today is a day of leisure to relax, revisit
of ancient monuments. This morning you some of the sites you have seen in more
visit the significant archaeological site of depth, visit new sites or enjoy browsing
Afrosiyob, the capital of the ancient na-  the colourful bazaars. Bright shawls and
tion and site of the original Samarkand  textiles make great purchases and many
(500 BC-1220 AD). You also visit the of the vendors and customers are clad in
museum which house&' Zentury fres- outfits seemingly little changed from
coes, terracotta and bronze artefacts and medieval times. Wonderful photo oppor-
the tomb of the prophet Daniel. In the tunities abound. Lunch is at your leisure.
afternoon you visit the 11 domed mauso- Overnight Samarkand

leum of Shakhi-Zinda (the Living King Breakfast Dinner

necropolis) which dates from the".5 _

century and has some of the richest ce-
Samarkand to Bukhara

ramic tilework in central Asia. Legend

has it that Kusam lbn Abbas, the cousin  Travel the ancient Silk Route from Sa-

of Muhammed is interred here. markand to Bukhara today. Pleasant

Overnight Samarkand stops are made in the market town of

Breakfast Lunch Dinner Uzbek Gijduvan and at a workshop
where the distinctive turquoise pottery is
crafted. One of the oldest cities in the
Orient and over 2500 years old, Bukhara
was at the height of its glory in the™1.C
when it was a large commercial centre
for the Great Silk Road to China. Bukha-
ra was the ancient capital of the Emirate
of Bukhara which in the'®and 168' cen-
turies became the centre of intellectual
and religious renaissance. It became a

Russian protectorate in 1868. The histor-

ic centre of the city is a UNESCO World
Heritage site and Bukhara is known as
central Asia’s holiest city. You check
into your hotel for the next four nights.
Overnight Bukhara

Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Shakhrisabz

You take a picturesque drive to the
‘Green City’ of Shakhrisabz today which
is the home of Tamerlane’s or Amir Ti-
mur’s birthplace. It is also a UNESCO
World heritage memorial site, founded
more than 2,700 years ago, and one of
the most beautiful small cities in Uzbeki-
stan. Most of the attractions here were
built by Timur, a 14 century Turco-
Mongol conqueror. Your fascinating
touring includes the White Palace of Ak-
Sarai, originally the most grandiose of
Timur’s constructions adorned with blue,
white and gold mosaics, the House of
Contemplation or Kok Gumbaz- two blue
domed 18 century mosques, the Dor-us-
Sydat and the Dor-ut-Tilovat complexes.
All date from the 1%4- 17" centuries.

You return to Samarkand for dinner to-
night.

Overnight Samarkand

Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Bukhara

wonderful Silk Road City- Museum. You
visit Cahr Minar gate house to a Madras-
sa, 9-10" century AD Chashma-Ayub
Mausoleum a monument to religious
architecture and early evidence of the
spread of Christianity in the region and
the Ark fortress, a residence of the Bu-
khara Khans which protected the city
from the 4' C. The Ark was mostly de-
stroyed during the invasions of Genghis

Khan but later rebuilt. You also explore
12th century Kalon Mosque, Namazgoh
and Bayan Mosque complexes and the
House of Faizullah Museum. There are
visits of the old city centre and the Jewish
Quarter. Tonight you attend a folk perfor-
mance at Nodir Devon Begi Madrassa.
Overnight Bukhara

Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Bukhara and Emirs Palace

The Emirs of Bukhara ruled until 1920
when central Asia became part of the
USSR. Uzbekistan became a republic in
1924. The Emirs Palace explored today is
situated just outside Bukhara in a lakeside
setting with parks, fountains, loggias and
pergolas. The interior of the palace is rich-
ly decorated with frescoes, mother-of-pearl
screens and stucco carvings. Return to
Bukhara via Vabkent to see the™@ntu-

ry free standing minaret which rises to a
height of 38 metres. You then stop at the
Rabat-i-Malik caravanserai on the old Silk
route to see its defensive walls and towers,
interior halls and portals.

Overnight Bukhara

Breakfast Lunch Dinner

Bukhara

Bukhara is likened to a ‘living museuny’
consisting of narrow streets, lovely parks
and historical buildings. Today is at your
leisure to explore in and around this holy
city or to rest and relax. Lunch is omitted
to allow you to experience and sample

Overnight Bukhara
Breakfast Dinner

Bukhara to Khiva

Travel through the sandy Kyzylkum De-
sert today to Khiva. Kyzylkum means ‘red
sand’ in Turkic languages. It is a vast
sparsely populated area with small settle-
ments from where locals graze livestock.



